The financialized story of precarity
The idea of precarity is an inherently periodizing one; it depends on our imagining, however vaguely, a time before we became precarious, a time when things were stable and functional, when life was assured and predictable, when we felt balanced and whole, when we were not so utterly possessed by economic velocity that the nausea of existential worry was incidental and particular to individuals and circumstances, rather than constant and universal, as it is today. Indeed, the fact that "precariousness" seems to have no antonym (stability? surefootedness? tranquillity?) should give us pause. It is a floating signifier, holding a place for a complicated socio-ontological condition that cannot be fully grasped or defined -the precarious sublime.
In general, the mythical pre-precarious age is imagined to be the post-war years in the United States, a moment when, in the shadow of the Soviet threat, a "compromise" existed between capital and labour, superintended by the state, which offered a culturally, socially and economically secure existence for the emergent middle class (Aronowitz 2004; Cleaver 2005) . This "golden age" Bretton Woods era is said to represent a massive shift not only from prewar industrial capitalism, but from modern economies as a whole, as an unprecedented number of citizens of modern states were afforded an unprecedented share of social wealth. But this preprecarious moment is a myth. While its suburban picket fences, home appliances and nuclear families existed for a small portion of the white working class, the vast majority of humanity continued to encounter tremendous precarity. For the Third World, this was an age of anti-colonial struggle and neocolonial retrenchment that, if anything, only exacerbated the sacrifice of non-capitalist peoples and cultures to the market, throwing millions into increasingly urbanized precarity (Prashad 2007; 2013) . The raw materials of the South, bought with the precarity of whole nations, furnished a small sub-section of Northern workers with material prosperity and the illusion of non-precarity. Even within the post-war global North, large racialized underclasses suffered a precarity exacerbated by racist laws and cultural norms, and their cheapened labour produced the commodified accoutrements, privileges and luxuries of the middle-class, non-precarious existence (Andrews 1999).
But, even within the white Northern middle class, life was far from non-precarious. For queer folk, life, love and physical and mental health were extremely precarious, under threat at all times from a conservative culture that based its stability (non-precariousness) on repression and oppression (see Kinsman and Gentile 2009). Likewise, women paid the price for post-war non-precariousness, compelled to provide free reproductive labour in the home, which was the sine qua non and ultimate cultural referent for stability, and denied access to
